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Feb. 26, 2007

NEARY ASKS VOTERS FOR RE-ELECTION IN 2007

Lakewood City Councilman Walter Neary announced today that he will seek re-election this fall. Neary, former editor of The Lakewood Journal and now a regional community and public relations manager for Comcast, was elected to Position 7 in 2003.
Neary said he will work for:

· Greater public safety.

· Economic development and a better business climate.

· Open and accountable government.

“When the council members have worked together, we’ve helped make the community a safer and better place. We have a strong new police department and a strong ethic within city government that public safety is Job One. We also see many signs of economic vitality - from new and planned stores in the Lakewood Town Center to numerous ideas for the American Lake Gardens and Tillicum areas.

“We’ve seen a number of great accomplishments over the past few years. My favorite is the opening of a new police department two months ahead of schedule and under budget. Of course, most of the ‘heavy lifting’ was really done by city staff and volunteers in the community. We’re all part of a team.” 

 “There is more to nurture, more to protect, and more to do. I love being involved, and want to be involved again. Lakewood continues to need people on the council who are relentlessly independent and ask tough questions. I’ve got a long record of helping bring people together for the betterment of the community. I respectfully ask my fellow citizens to allow me another four years to represent them on the council.

“While this statement offers highlights, I will continually update the list of important concerns via my regular site for Lakewood residents, http://www.walterneary.net/blogger.html  Citizens are always welcome to call me at (253) 229-3620 or send comments and questions to wneary@cityoflakewood.us (comments about the election and campaign should go to wtneary@hotmail.com )

“This is just a partial list of the council and city’s great accomplishments lately:

· Promoting safety around schools and parks, including reactio to the proposal to put Progress House, a work-release prison, on the grounds of Western State Hospital and within the national historic district there.

· The hiring of Lakewood’s city manager, only the second chief manager in the city’s young history, who is responsive to citizens and the city’s needs.

· The first Lakewood History Museum.

· The Lakewood Senior Center, now open under city management.

· The widespread distribution of streetlights in Ponders (Pacific Highway between  Gravelly Lake and Bridgeport) after the arsons there.

· New emphasis on protecting the historic heritage and appearance of Fort Steilacoom Park.

· Brochures now available in City Hall that explain city services in plain English.

· Plans for a well-designed police station that will meet police and community needs for many years to come. Construction is expected to begin this fall.
· Expanded recreation programs for youth.

· The evolution of SummerFEST into a true citywide celebration.


Neary said his goals for this year as well as 2008-2011 include:

Public Safety

· More police. The city needs to add at least three more officers to an existing pool of three so each of the six existing or planned neighborhood associations has a dedicated patrol officer. These officers work intensively with people in individual neighborhoods to prevent crime.

· More neighborhood associations. For example, Oakbrook, a heavily populated area, does not have its own neighborhood association sponsored by the city. In many other parts of town, the associations are crucial links between public safety personnel and neighborhoods.

· No more dangerous buildings. Right now, someone can burn down a building at one of the busiest intersections in Lakewood, and we watch the ruins sit there as a hazard for several months. That’s unacceptable. We need more staffing and more emphasis on removing hazards ranging from meth labs to ruined buildings.

· And no more stupid ideas from state government. OK, we can’t directly control that. But we need to muster all the tools we have to demand outside bureaucrats put their boondoggles elsewhere for a change. We must continue efforts to prevent the state from putting an open-door prison on the grounds of Western State. Putting an open-door prison on the grounds of a mental hospital threatens the mentally ill and vulnerable family members, and only makes sense to people who have lifetime government jobs in Olympia.
Open and accountable government

What I and the rest of the council need to do:: 

· As an individual, continue to send email newsletters and to post running commentary about city matters at http://www.walterneary.net/blogger.html. Many people have learned about important Lakewood matters for the first time from my messages. During my term so far, I’ve written roughly 30,000 words to inform people about what’s going on in Lakewood and conducted several Internet surveys.
· Create City Council committees to specialize in vital subjects. Committees would focus on key areas like finance and taxes, public safety and parks. We need committee-level discussions and more detailed information in advance of decision-making, so council members and the rest of the community can ask more and better questions in advance of full Monday night meetings.

· Demand we comply with the spirit and letter of state law and always hold meetings in public. I opposed meetings of a temporary council committee until those meetings were opened to the public. 

· Foster community discussion about the wisdom of changing to a district election system, including drawing up maps to determine what districts might look like.

· Implement the settlement reached with the Lake Steilacoom homeowners, to establish a committee that will study options and help govern solutions for the lake. The settlement got “the city” out of stalemate with the homeowners; now instead of talking through a judge, both this neighborhood and the rest of us can work together to solve the lake’s issues.

· Expand our city manager’s new complaint monitoring program to track resident and business complaints and concerns about city government.

· Promote a fiscally responsible city budget, always looking for ways to save through competitive bidding and other methods.

· Provide more and better explanations to residents of what they are paying for, including the how and the why. Everyone at all levels of government should realize people are extremely confused and concerned about their taxes.

Better Partnerships and Economic Development

What I and the rest of the council need to do::

· Support and help develop policies that promote the expansion of current businesses, as well as the recruitment of new businesses.

· Support sensible policies that bring good jobs and businesses to the newly sewered areas in Tillicum; as well as policies that help current residents stay.

· Form a volunteer study committee to recommend to the council how to help the Clover Park School District.

· Develop a potential source of jobs and a better, culturally richer city: Lakewood’s diverse arts, heritage and tourism potential. 

· Abolish incentives that create an illusion of economic development, but fail to help the community. For example, we don’t want or benefit from the existing tax credit in which current taxpayers subsidize people who build apartments in central Lakewood.

· Partner with the Lakewood Chamber of Commerce to develop a leadership program like most other cities have to help recruit and train people to work for a better and stronger community.

Comments: “What Lakewood needs most right now are stronger partnerships between the various groups working for a better city and region. I tie the need for deeper partnerships to economic development because working together to develop individual and collective strength is not only good for people and community: I know from my extensive business background that it’s also smart business.

“The partnership that created the Lakewood museum is typical of my approach. Government alone does not solve problems. Government is one partner that can help others do what they do well.

 “During my term, co-author Steve Dunkelberger and I composed the first widely published history of the community, “Images of America: Lakewood.” I see working on that book as part of my council assignment to help make the community a stronger place. I feel the same way about my joining the board of the Lakewood Chamber of Commerce - to promote business health, and the board of City Club of Tacoma - to encourage regional discussions of important issues. 

“Council members should not focus on coming up with new things for government to do. We should take advantage of this platform the voters give us to bring people together to build and improve the community both for the present and for our children’s children.”

“I’m announcing these plans to seek re-election in order to comply with state campaign rules and begin fund-raising; the official filing period for the Lakewood council is in June. The campaign kickoff and first fund-raiser will be soon at Thornewood Castle in Lakewood, the historic site that was the subject of two Stephen King movies including ‘Rose Red.’”
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Council assignments: Neary is the council liaison to the city’s Parks and Recreation Advisory Board and to the city’s Landmarks and Heritage Advisory Board. 

Community involvement: Neary is on the board of the Lakewood Chamber of Commerce and two Lakewood historical societies, as well as City Club of Tacoma, where he chairs the community studies committee. 

Other information: http://www.cityoflakewood.us/department-pages/walter-neary.html
Business background: Neary has worked for two Fortune 500 companies and two small locally owned companies during his career in newspapers and public relations.. He has also been a state employee, working for a major research university and hospital at the University of Washington in Seattle. 
Neary now manages community and media relations for Comcast in Pierce, Spokane, Thurston, South and East King, Kitsap and Grays Harbor counties. Comcast donates funds to a variety of community groups in those areas; Neary also coordinates in-kind donations worth more than $1.5 million of airtime to nonprofit charities, educational institutions and others.
